UM study describes shifts in Montana\u27s timber industry by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
1-28-1991 
UM study describes shifts in Montana's timber industry 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM study describes shifts in Montana's 
timber industry" (1991). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 12173. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/12173 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
University of Montana
Office of News and PublicationsNEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
January 28, 1991
UM STUDY DESCRIBES SHIFTS IN MONTANA'S TIMBER INDUSTRY 
MISSOULA —
The number of forest product processing plants in Montana declined 
between 1981 and 1988 despite increases in production and sales, and 
Flathead County has replaced Missoula County as the state's major timber 
processing center, according to a recent University of Montana study.
UM's Bureau of Business and Economic Research conducted the study in 
cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service's Intermountain Research Station 
in Ogden, Utah. The bureau compiled and analyzed census data for Montana's 
forest products industry for selected years between 1969 and 1988. The 
censuses included all plants processing timber from Montana timberlands, as 
well as facilities that use wood fiber residue from the timber processing 
mills.
Charles Keegan, BBER director of forest industry research, said there 
were 170 forest products plants operating in Montana during 1988. That 
number had decreased by 46 since 1981, he said, but it was four higher than 
the 1976 figure.
"Montana has fewer sawmills now and lumber production has become 
concentrated in larger mills," Keegan said. "Average output per mill 
increased from a lumber tally of 12 million board feet in 1976 to 17.9 
million board feet in 1988. Output per mill was 7.5 million board feet in 
1981."
The BBER study also determined that Flathead County displaced Missoula 
County as the state's major timber processing center during the 1980s, he
more
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said. Flathead County mills processed about 306 million board feet 
Scribner of timber in 1988, he said, compared to about 193 million board 
feet in Missoula County.
"Timber processed by Missoula County mills was down from the 359 
million board feet Scribner processed in the late 1970s," Keegan said.
"Less than one-third of the 166 million board feet decline is because of 
millworker strikes which heavily impacted Missoula County during the summer 
of 1988.
"Sales of primary forest products were $898 million in 1988, the 
third-highest sales value figure for the 1969-1988 period," he said.
Pulp and paper, particleboard, fiberboard and other products using 
residue from lumber and plywood manufacturing have become a substantially 
more important component of the industry over the past 20 years, he said. 
Such products accounted for 41 percent of Montana's forest products 
industry sales in 1988, up from only 20 percent in 1969, he said.
Keegan said 11,690 workers were employed in the state's forest 
products industry in 1989, down from the 1978 peak of 13,494 workers but 
still substantially higher than the 9,757 workers of 1970. Earnings by 
industry workers totaled $271 million in 1989 —  about $100 million less 
than in the late 1970s when labor income peaked throughout the industry, he 
said.
Copies of the bureau's study, "Montana's Forest Products Industry: A 
Descriptive Analysis 1969-1988," are available for $15 each. For further 
information, contact Keegan at 243-5113.
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